
THE PARISH OF BALtINLOUGH. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situated in the Barony of 
Small County and is bounded on the north by the Parish of 
Kilteely; on the west by those of Ballynard and Ballynamona; 
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on the south by Hos pi t2 l 8,nd on the east by the Uo" of Tipperary-. 

NAME. The name of this Parish is in Irish Baile an Locha, 
which Rignifies the Tow::1 or Tnwn1ancl of the Lough. No lough is 
now, hcwever, to be found in ,be neighbourhood, but from the 
low situation of the old Chur~}1 it is likely that there was a 
small laugh near it originally. 

The old Church of Ball ir,}.(11.1.gh is now nearly destroyed., 
only frn~ments of the ~tlls co~taining no features remaining. 
The building was fifty five f00~ six inches long and twenty 
one feet bron.cl :ind. j t;;; •:Jci,ll,: ·11oi•,,; three feet thick. '.l'hei·e 
is nothing else worth descri1,U.o:1 about it. 

Thero ii:_: c:-, i·,oly ·r.rell on lhe !lorth side uf the Townlni1d 
of Ballinlougt called T0ber Prighde or St. Bridget's Well, 
from wldch it may to j-1?ir,·ec tn:.1,t St. Bridget was the Patron 
Saint of this Parish. 

0 1·1 a lofty hill of 'beoti.1 fnl s1o!,')es and hollows in ~he 
Townl~nd of Crom~ell in tbis P 0 rish, there is a conspicuous 
moat wt.icri gc8s by the :Ia,u:: ,_,f the To·1mla.nd, and this is said 410 
to have been de1•jvec:. from t::i;:, circumstance of the great rebel 
Cromwell havi~g encamped upo:· 1t; but this is scarcely poss-
1 ble, ::ts th:~ na:IH.~ appe·'.i.r~, on th, engraved Me p from the Dow,1 
Survey ::v3 Cr'.Jml:l.n, which s2 u": to be ti:1e tru'.:o original name. 

There are tr;o sn:alJ. tumro} i Y!ear this moat, Otie towac' s 
the east and tbe othci· tCJvi1a;·,:~, the w,.st point of the hill. 
There i.s a Trie;ono:net1·i;•i,t:L SV.ti.on belonging tc t~1e Ordnar:ce 
Snrvey on the latter tmm..1h:ts. 

Near the western extr0mity of the same hill and not far 
from the TrigonometricaJ. Station above mentioned, there is a 
large Cromlech in tolerable presci·vation I which is, as ,.1 z:tal, 
called Leaba Dhisrmada ri.gns Gtin,.i:,-ie, t .e., the Bed of Den1:ot 
and Grania. The lie of this :,ect is nearly north ,east a.ncl. south 
west; its length is twenty ft<:,t and its breadth on the clear 
five feet. On the south Hide Lhere are five stones standing 
on edge and the same nrn:fcer :,n the north side. The hei gbt of 
these stauo_ing stones i:o at ci:• avercJs-e, four ::eet, but thc~y 
differ in stqpe ~nd siz~. Thy uare originally ccvored 2•, top 
by seVei·al lc1rg2 flagb placeo. 1·1•JP.t'J.y in a horizontal poi,j "~ion, 
but of these ,.,~iy o,: 1e cemaiT~ fL··:11 i, its urigina1 positicn; it 411 
is a rema1·lc,,1bly n;c:a.s s 1. ve 1 ime,.o tone flag, !1early of the ful'. i 1 of 
a diamond and me~suring nine Feet five inches in length, seven 
feet in breadLh and one foot ~wo and a half inches in thickness. 

1~he stone wl:ich fo:::-me(1 1 !,e v:est end of this bed har1 :i'allen, 
but its exaet origLal :!_JOfj_tion (:an be, dett,rmine::l. It h· seven 
feet lcng ccnci. r,n~, foot ,wo j_r:c'.Lcs thick. Between this acc'c the 
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a, ::?cr:i.bed, there is a :31,1:,J.1.cr f1ag 

ercd t}1:3 1•
11.i:;\_~1::2c·j_J e:·'', -~ .~;_;.-..:~_\ff:~, l1,.lt it 110,s 8lippecl c~ .• ~? its 

::•:iuth ~:;
1 ,1,i:~1 'l''t>'1.· 2.n; :i., • ; ~,v ·.:·,c:rn :1,)s.d l: ;,; :t'allc,1 into • l ;) grave 

(beCl), ;t, ,,1·~;l1 c•r·J• cx~,,omi ·y ,,t:i.11 1·.·st:' G •.:" i".:;s ._rJg'... ·:,,l 

tntppc1·t.e1·; it -.,-v • :t'cu·~ thr.,:: chef l(-11g, U,rc>, f 1.30·i_ '·710 

hrnher; b-co2.,d. P,H1 o::.J(-;: fo(,t. o ,e it:e't1 thick. 

ir:ches in :: r ,.,c;;t11 

ably ::, L0od. erect 
soutl1 oas·t; l~t-1 tl1(;; 

shape standiDg erect. 
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:r. O'Donovan. 
Tippe:,·ary. 
A11.g. 17t11 1840. 

411 

■ 


